Lesson: Family Tree

Note: this lesson can be simplified or made into a more advanced version depending on the abilities of the class. This lesson works well both in advanced elementary and regular junior high school classes. Students should be encouraged to find out more independently about their families, and time should be allotted to address any questions that they might have that relate to either English or the subject of families.

Objective:

Students will find out about their family structure (lineage and kinship) through writing down a chart of their relatives. After the lesson, they will be able to use this information in conversation, and will be used to presenting it as part of their self-introduction.

Teaching procedure:

Warm up: Hang Man- theme: any of the vocabulary from the “Family Tree” lesson (5 minutes)

Review: Go over the self-introduction, and have the students do their self introduction 3 times with other students. (Lesson Point: teach students the importance of eye contact, posture, body language, and how to properly shake hands. Reinforce the concept that communication is not just speaking, but also conveyed through actions and mannerisms.).

Preliminary demonstration: The ALT and JTE give their self introductions to each other in front of the class, and add “I have a father, a mother, two grandfathers, one grandmother, and two brothers”. Afterwards, ask the class to see if they understood.

Pass out the “Family Tree” worksheet. Explain the new vocabulary, and ask if the students can think of any vocabulary that might not be included (for example: step-son, brother in law).

Teach the Key Sentence: “I have a ______, a_______, and a _______.”. Have the students write their own versions and check their work. After this, have the students give their own self-introductions with these new key sentences included (3 times or more).

For more advanced classes, have them tell more about their relatives, for example: “My brother is ten years old. He likes to play baseball.”
Last: Have the students give their self-introductions in front of the class for a small reward.

Follow up: Periodically review this lesson so that the students remember how to use this newly learned English.

